A New Subgenus of African Bees by Cockerell, T. D. A.
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
Ca Bee Lab 
1-1-1908 
A New Subgenus of African Bees 
T. D. A. Cockerell 
University of Colorado 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca 
 Part of the Entomology Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Cockerell, T. D. A., "A New Subgenus of African Bees" (1908). Ca. Paper 408. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/bee_lab_ca/408 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Bee Lab at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Ca by an authorized 
administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For more 
information, please contact digitalcommons@usu.edu. 
,,. 




146 THE ENTOMOLOGIST, 
which falls on an average throughout the whole month of ,Tune. 
The fall was accompanied by an easterly or north-easterly wind, 
and the - reduction in temperature was scarcely less remarkable 
than the heavy rainfall. 
It is practically certain that the butterflies which were 
observed on the coasts at the end of May and during the first 
two or three days of June, w0uld have deposited their eggs as 
they passed inland, and that the heavy rainfall came just at the 
most critical time in the insects' existence, namely, when the 
young larvre were just leaving or had just left the eggs, and 
when they would be least able to withstaud its severity; the 
inference being that a very large proportion of them -were over-
come by the phenomenal rainfall and perished. 
A NEW SUBGENUS OF AFRICAN BEES. 
BY T. D. A. COCKERELL. 
THE leaf-cutting bees, forming the genus J1egachile, exist in 
practically every part of the world where the1·e is vegetation, 
with the exception of New Zealand. More than seven hundred 
species have been described, and new ones are added every 
few months. This enormous group, as might be expected, is far 
from uniform, and various attemps have been made to divide it 
up. The segregates Chalicocloma and Gronoceras, distinguished 
both by their structure and th eir nest-building habits, seem to me 
to be very good genera. Others, especially some of the genera 
proposed by Robertson, are not so satisfactory, and it is not yet 
clear how many should be given full geucric standing. It seems 
both justifiable and desirable, however, to distinguish the more 
striking groups as subgenera, leaving it for the future to decide 
how many of these deserve the rank of genera. 
Creightonella, n. subg . 
•if. Mandibles with the usual large tooth beneath; :l,Iltennre 
slender, normal; anterior coxre spir:eless or with an indistinct 
rudiment; anterior tarsi mther thick but normal ; claws deeply bifid; 
sixth abdominal segment produced, quad rat e, keeled down the middle, 
with the projecting edge six-spined ; seventh segment with a large 
thorn-like projection, the sides of which have thre e sharp edges , two 
lat ernJ and one (on which are two little tubercl es) posterior; hind 
margin of fourth ventral segment with a broau shallow emargination, 
on ea.ch side of which is a strong spine, clirected po;;terior!y; in tho 
interval between these spines, and a little posterior to them, are seen 
two other spines, slender and clear ferruginous in colour. Type, 
M. rnitimia, n. sp. 
J11egacltile initimia ., n. sp. 
if. Length about 15 mm.; black. rough with very dense minute 
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reddish, and the claws have the basal half rec1 ; Lind margins of 
abdominal segments, and the teeth on sixth segment, red; mandibles 
bidentate, the inner tooth rounded ; clypeus not at all keeled, the 
punctures larger in the middle than at the sirles, the anterior margin 
a little produced and truncatl:l in the middle ; hair of head and th orax 
dull white, not abundant, on posterior part of pleura it is reddish; 
teguloo ferruginous, fuscous basally; wings yellowish hyaline, apical 
margin a little darken.eel, nervures ferruginous : the scanty hair of 
legs mainly black or fuscous, but the tarsi fringed with bright fox-
red hair; first two abdominal segments with much bright fox-red hair; 
hind margin of fifth segment and upper surface of sixth, rather 
thinly clothed with red hair; first two ventral segments with scattered 
reddish hair. 
Hab.-Ekuiva Valley, W. Africa, at flowers of a native species 
of mint, collected (1907) by Dr. F. Creighton Wellman. The 
specific name means black and red in the language of the Sub 
Islands. 
Another species of Creightonella, differing by the colour of the 
hair on the tarsi and ventral abdominal segments, &c., bas been 
described by Friese (Zeits. f. Hym. Dipt. 1903, p. 273) as 
M. sexdentata. Unfortunately this name was used by Robertson 
in 1895 for an American species, so it will have to be changed. 
1\1. mandibulata, Smith, is al so perhaps a Crei_qhtonella, but this 
cannot be definitely determined without an examination of the 
types. 
It may be as well to record here that Dr. Wellman also took 







BY w. L. DISTANT. 
NOTES 
Mr. KrnKALDY's last disputation on names and words (ante, 
p. 123) has quite bewildered me. He writes: "In using L cpto-
coris I have simply selected the nn.me which is proper under the 
rules followed by every living hemipterist but Mr. Distant." As 
Dr. Bergroth is still living (and we all hope will live for many 
years to come), th at statement seems inaccurate. If he is not 
living, as I absolutely disbelieve and have proof in a recent letter 
to the contrary, what is the meaning of the sentence: "It is 
because Bergroth is so strict an observer of the law that I feel 
sure he would now use L eptocoris" ? Dallas's work may be 
"nearly sixty years old ," but if Mr. Kirlrnldy h!td referred to it 
and studied the gen us rather tlrnn th e name which represents it, 
ho mi ght have n.voiden. redescribing the form Seri11etha tapr oban-
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